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practical result of a professional army. He allowed the con-
script who did not wish to serve, instead of sending a paid
substitute, to pay a sum directly into the Caisse de la dotation de
rarmfc; and the funds thus secured enabled his government to
choose substitutes freely, and to make the army mainly an army
of professional soldiers, Nominally, the principle of national
service continued to exist in France, on a scheme under which
five years were spent with the colours and four in the reserve;
but the actual practice was that of a paid regular army, with a
weak and ill-trained militia, and this was the system which
collapsed before the Prussian army in 1870.

The Prussian army of 1870 was a very different force from
that which Frederick William I had raised and drilled, and
Frederick the Great had increased so largely and used so vic-
toriously. The old eighteenth-century army of Prussia had been
broken at Jena by the new instrument which had been forged
in France; and the defeat and debdcle had been followed by a
vigorous policy of reform. Two forces concurred to carry this
policy to success. One was the organizing genius of the Prussian
higher command; the other was the emergence, in Germany
at large, and in Prussia even more than elsewhere in Germany,
of a national sentiment provoked by the action of Napoleon.
The military zest and the administrative skill of the Prussian
Government was thus enabled to enlist in its service the spon-
taneous national ardour of a people already drilled and inured
to war by a century and more of training. Absolutism wedded
itself to nationalism by creating a new national army. Already
in 1807 a Commission of Military Reorganization was formed
under Scharnhorst; and the Commission resolved that the old
army, with its mixture of peasant conscription and foreign
enlistment, should be turned into a national army which was
cthe union of all the moral and physical energies of the nation9.
Foreign troops were to disappear; in place of a partial conscrip-
tion of the peasantry, there was to be a general conscription of
the Prussian people with a comparatively short period of service
in the ranks, after which men were to pass into the reserve;
and a new national militia was to form a last line of defence.